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I exhort you to be of good cheer: for 
there shall be no loss of any man’s 


life among you, but of the ship.— 
Paul said to the centurion 
the soldiers, Except the: 
the ship, ye cannot be saved. 
[Concluded from page 222.] 


and to 
e abide in 


II. We now come to the second 
thing proposed, which was to 
evince the application of the pas- 
sage to us of the present day—and 
how far it should carry an influ- 
ence over the concerns of practi- 
cal godliness. 

We shall rejoice in the first in- 
stance, if the explanation we have 
now given, have the effect of clear- 
ing away any of those perplexities 
which throw a darkening cloud 
over the absolute and universal 
sovereignty of God. We are ready 
enough to concede to the Supreme 
Being the administration of the 
material world, and to put into his 
hand all the force of its mighty el- 
ements. But let us carry the com- 
manding influence of Deity into the 
higher world of moral and intelli- 
gent beings. Let us not erect the 
will of the creature into an inde- 
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pendent principle. Let us not con- 
ceive that the agency of man can 
bring about one single iota of devi- 
ation from the plans and the pur- 
poses of God—or that he can be 
thwarted and compelled to vary in 
a single ease, by the movement of 
any of those subordinate beings 
whom he himself has created.— 
There may be a diversity of ope- 
rations, but it is God who work- 
eth all in all. Look at the reso- 
lute and independent man, and 
you there see the purposes of the 
human mind entered upon with 
decision, and followed up by vigo- 
rous and successful exertion. But 
these only make up one diversity 
of God’s operations. The will of 
man, active and spontaneous, and 
fluctuating as it appears to be, is an 
instrument in his hand—and he 
turns it at his pleasure—and he 
brings other instruments to act 
upon it—and he plies it with all its 
excitements—and he measures the 
force and proportion of each of 
them—and every step of every in- 
dividual receives as detetminate a 
character from the hand of God, as 
every mile of a planet’s orbit, or 
every gust of wind, or every wave 
of the sea, or every particle of fly- 
ing dust, or every rivulet of flow- 
ing water. This power of God 
knows no exceptions, It is absé- 
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jute and unlimited, and while it 
embraces the vast, it carries its re- 
sistiess influence to all the minute 
and unnoticed diversities of exis- 
tence. It reigns and operates 
through all the secrecies of the in- 
ner man. 
purpose. It gives impulse to ev- 
ery desire. It gives shape and 
colour to every conception. It 
wields an entire ascendency over 
every attribute of the mind; and 
the will, and the fancy, and the un- 
derstanding, with all the countless 
variety of their hidden and fugi- 
tive operations, are submitted to it. 
It gives movement and direction 
through every one point in the line 
of our pilgrimage. At noone mo- 
ment of time does it abandon us. 
It follows us to the hour of death, 
and it carries us to our place and 
our everlasting destiny in the re- 
gion beyond it. It is true, that no 
one gets to heaven, but he, who by 
holiness, is meet for it. But the 
same power which carries us there, 
works in usthe meetness. And 


It gives birth to every 


if we are conformed to the image of 
the Savour, it is by the energy of 


the same predestinating God, whose 
good pleasure it is to give unto us 
the kingdom prepared for us be- 
fore the foundation of the world. 
Thus it is that some are elected 
to everlasting life. This is an ob- 
vious doctrine of scripture. The 
Bible brings it forward, and it is 
not for us, the interpreters of the 
Bible, to keep it back from you.— 
God could, if it pleased him, read 


out at this moment, the names of 


those in this congregation who are 
ordained to eternal life, and are 
written in his book. In reference 
to their deliverance from ship- 


wreck, he enabled Paul to say of 


the whole ship’s company, that they 
were to be saved. In reference to 
your deliverance from wrath and 
from punishment, he could reveal 
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to us the names pf the elect among 
you, and enable us to say of them 
that they are certainly to be saved. 

But again, the same God who 
ordains the end, ordains also the 
means which go before it. In vir- 
tue of the end being ordained and 
made known to him, Paul could 
say that al] the men’s lives were to 
be saved. And in virtue of the 
means being ordained and made 
known to him, he could also say 
that unless the sailors abode in the 
ship, they should not be saved. In 
the same manner, if thé ordained 
end were made known to us, we 
could, perhaps, say of some indi- 
vidual among you, that you are 
certainly to be saved. And if the 
ordained means were made known 
tous, we could say, that unless 
you are rendered meet for the in- 
heritance of the saints in light, you 
shall not be saved. Now the or- 
dination of the end God has not 
been pleased to reveal to us. He 
has not told us who among you are 
to be saved, as he told Paul of the 


deliverance of his ship’s company. 


This is one of the secret things 
which belong to him, and we dare 
not meddle with it. But he has 
told us about the ordained means 
and we know, through the medium 
of the Bible, that unless you do 
such and such things, you shall 
not be saved. This is one of the re- 
vealed things which belong to us, 
and with as great truth and practi- 
cal urgency as Paul made use of, 
when he said to the conturion and 
soldiers, that unless these men 
abide in the ship ye shall not be 
saved, do we say ‘to one and all of 
you, unless ye repeat ye shall not 
be saved—unless ye do works meet 
for repentance, ye shall not be say 

ed—unless ye believe the gospel o! 
our Lord Jesus Christ, ye shall not 
be saved—unless ye are born again, 
ye shall not be saved—unless the 
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deeds done in your body be good 
deeds, and ye bring forth those 
fruits.of righteousness which are 
by Jesus Christ to the praise and 
glory of God, ye shall not be saved. 

Mark the difference between 
the situation of Paul urging upon 
the people of the ship the immedi- 
ate adeption of the only way by 
which their lives could be saved, 
and the situation of an ordinary 
minister urging it upon the people 
of his church, to take to that way 
of faith and repentance, by which 
alone they can save sheis 
from the wrath that is now abiding 
Paul did know that the 
certainly to escape 
and that did not 
pressing upon 
which they 
yught to adopt for their preserva- 
tion. Even th en, though a minis- 
ter did know those of his people 
names are written in the 
book of life, that ought not to hin- 


souls 


on them. 
people were 
with their lives 
prevent him from 
the me 


them “asures 


whose 


der him from pressing it upon them 


rnal life—to lay 
in heaven—to la- 


to lay hold of et 
up their treasure 
bour for the meat that endureth— 
to follow after that holiness, with- 
out which man shall the 
Lord—to be strong in the faith, and 
such a faith too availeth, even 
faith which worketh by love, and 
of which we may say, even to those 
whom we assuredly know to be the 
heirs of immortality, that 
unless this faith abideth in them, 
they shall not be saved. But it so 
happens that we do net know who 
are, and whoare not, the children of 
election. This is a thing 
belonging to God, 
not imparted to us 
it were imparted to us, 
be our part to say to 
whose final salvation we were 
sured, believe the or you 
shall not be saved—repent, or you 
gha)! not be saved—purify your- 


ho sec 


as 


chosen 


ecret 
and which 
Even though 
still it would 
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selves even as God is pure, or you 
shall not saved. But 
not in possession of the 
and how much more then does it 
lie upon us to plie with earnestness 
the fears and the consciences of 
our hearers, by revealed 
things which God hath been pleas- 
ed to make known to us? What! 
if Paul, though assured by an an- 
gel from heaven of the final deliv- 
erance of his ship’s company, stil] 
persists in telling that if 
they leave certain things undone 
their deliverance will be 
ble 

about the 
hearer Ww 
for a 
urgency 


be we are 


eccret-— 


those 


them, 


impossi- 
in the dark 
of a | 


oq 
_—shall we, 
final 


utterly 
state single 
e are addressing, let down 
single instant the practical 
New ‘Testament? 
The predestination of God respect- 
ing the final Paul and 
his fellow-travellers, from ship- 
wreck, though made known to the 
apostle, did not betray him inte the 
which is and 
false ly ascribed, to the belief of this 
doctrine; nor did it restrain hint 
from spiriting on the people to the 
most strenuous and fatiguing exer- 
tions And shall we, who only 
know in general that God does pres 
destinate, but cannot carry it home 
with assurance toa single individual, 
convert this docirine into a plea of 
indol and security ? Even 
should we see the mark of God 
their foreheads, it would be 
our duty to labour them with the 
necessity of things, 
if left undone, will exclude 
from the kingdom of God. But, 
we make no such pretensions. We 
see nomark upon any of your fore- 
heads. We possess no more than 
the Bible, and access ee the 
Mediator to him, by 
it, can Open our understandings to 
understand it, The revealed things 
‘h we find there be! 
we pre upon 


of the 


escape of 


indolence ascribed, 


nce 
upon 


doing those 


which, 


W ho, 


his . Spir- 
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and 
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“Unless ye repent, ye shall all like- 
wise perish,” “ If ye believe not in 
the Son of God, the wrath of God 
abideth on you.” “Be not de- 
ceived, neither covetous,nor thieves, 
nor extortioners, nor drunkards 
shall inherit the kingdom of God.” 
‘He who forsaketh not all, shall 
not be a disciple of Christ.” “ The 
fearful, and the unbelieving, and 
the abominable, and all liars, shall 
have their part in the lake that 
burneth with fire and brimstone.” 
These are plain declarations, and 
apart from the doctrine of predes- 
tination altogether, they ought, and 
if they are believed and listened to, 
they will have a practical influence 
upon you. We call upon you not 
to resist this influence, but to cher- 
ish it. Ifany of you are the chil- 
dren of election, it is by the right 
influence of revealed things upon 
your understandings and your 
consciences, that this secret thing 
will be brought to pass, Paul said 
as much to the centurion and the 


soldiers, that if you do things I call 
upon you to do, you will certainly 


be saved. They did what he bade 
them, and the decree of God re- 
specting their deliverance from 
shipwreck, a decree of which 
Paul had the previous knowledge 
was accomplished. We also feel 
ourselves warranted to say to one 
and to all of you, “ Believe in the 
Lord Jesus Christ, and ye shall be 
saved.” ‘Repent and be convert- 
ed, and your sins shall be forgiven 
you. Return unto God, and he 
will be reconciled, If you do as 
we bid you, God’s decree respect- 
ing your deliverance from hell, a 
decree which we have not the 
previous knowledge of, will be made 
known by its accomplishment. 
Again, we call upon you, our 
hearers, to compare your situation 
with that of the centurion and the 
soldiers. ‘They were told by a 
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prophet that they were to be sav- 
ed, and when that prophet told 
them what they were to do for the 
purpose of saving themselves, they 
obeyed him. They did not say, 
“O it is all predestinated, and we 
may give up our anxieties and do 
nothing.” They were just as stren- 
uous and as active, as if there had 
been no predestination in the mat- 
ter. Paul’s . previous assurance, 
that all was to end well, had no ef- 
fect in lulling them to indelence. 
It did end well, not however with- 
out their exertions, but by their ex- 
ertions. How much more does it 
lie upon you to enter with earnest- 
ness upon the business of doing 
We can give you no assurance of 
its being the decree of God, that 
any of you shall be saved. But we 
can give you the assurance that 
you will be saved, if you do such 
and such things. Surely, if the 
people whom Paul addressed, did 
not feel themselves exempted by 
their knowledge of God’s decree, 
from practically entering upon those 
measures, which carried forward 
its accomplishment, you, who have 
no such knowledge, must feel 
doubly impelled by the uncertainty 
which hangs over you, to the work 
of making your calling and your 
election sure. You know in gen- 
eral that predestination is a decree 
of the Bible, but there is not one of 
you who can gay of himself, that 
God has made known his decree 
to me, and given me directly to 
understand, that I am the object of 
a blessed predestination. This is 
one point of which you know noth- 
ing ; but there is another point of 
which you know something—and 
that is, if I believe, if I repent, if 
I be made like unto Christ, if I ob- 
tain the Holy Spirit to work in me 
a conformity to his image, and I am 
told, that I shall obtain it if I ask 
it—then by this I become an heir 
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which I 
my 
be- 


of ‘life, and the decree of 
know nothing at the outset of 
concern about salvation, will 
come more and more apparent to 
me as I advance in a meetness for 
heaven, and will, at length, become 
fully, and finally, and conclusively 
made known by its accomplish- 
ment. I may suffer my curiosity 
to expatiate on the question, “ Am 
1, or am | ol 
God?” But my wisdom tells me 
that this is not the business on hand 
{tis not the matter which | 
called on to da with at present.— 
After Paul said to his compantons, 
that it was quite indispensible to 
their safety that the sailors should 
be kept in the vessel, what did the 
centurion and his men do? Did 
they fall a speculating about the de- 
Did they hug themselves 
in the confidence, that as their safe- 
ty Was a point sure and determined 
upon, they need to take no trouble 
at all in the concern? Ono! No 
sooner did Paul give the word, than 
they acted upon it. They gave 
themselves up with all the 
promptitude of men whose lives 
were at stake, to the business on 
hand. They cut the ropes—they 
let go the boat—they kept in the 
sail ore—and from the first moment 
of Paul's address to them on the 
subject, all was bustling, and stren- 
uous, and unremitting activity ; till, 
by the unwearied 
these living and operative instru- 
ments, the decree of God was ac- 
complished. Now, they were much 
better acquainted with the decree 
which respected them, than you are 
with the decree respecting you.—- 
They had beforehand knowledge 
of it, and will you be less active, or 
less strenuous, than they? Do, 
therefore, betake yourselves to the 

Let our exhor- 


not, 


am 


crees ? 


business on hand. 


tations to embrace the free offer of 


rely on Christ 


the gospe]——to 


as 


the election of 


perseverance of 


Sermon 245 


~~ 


your Saviour—to resolve against all 
your iniquities, and turn unto him— 
to ply the throne of grace for the 
oe influence of that Spir- 
it, by which alone you are enabled 
to die unto all sin, and live unto all 
righteousness—let this have an im- 
mediate, and a stirring, and a prac- 
tical influence upon you. If you 
put this influence away from you, 
you are in a direct way now of prov- 
ing what we tremble to think may 
be rendered clear and indisputé ible 
at last, on the great day of the rev- 
elation of hidden things, that you 
have neither part nor lot in the mat- 
ter. Whatever the employment be 
which takes you and hinders 
you from entering immediately on 
the work of faith and repentance, i 
is an alarming symptom of ocak 
soul, that you are so taken up—and 
should the employment be an idle 
dreaming, and 
selves with the 
sels of 


up, 


amusing of your- 
decrees and coun- 
heaven, it is not the less 
alarming. will spend their 
time in inquiries about the number 
of the saved, when they ought to be 
striving for themselves, that they 
might obtain an entrance into the 
strait gate; and some will waste 
those precious moments in speculat- 
ing about the secrets of the book of 
life, which they should fill up by 
supporting themselves, and making 
progress through the narrowness of 
the way that leads to it. The plain 
business we lay upon you, is to put 
away from you the evil of your 
submit yourselves to 
Christ as he is offered to you--to 
fly to his atoning sacrifice for the 
forgiveness of your offences-—to 
place yourselves under the guidance 
of his word, and a dependence on 
the influences of his spirit—to live 
no longer to yourselves, but to him 
—and to fill up your weeks and your 
days with those fruits of righteous- 
ness, by which God is glorified.— 


Some 


doings——to 
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We stand here by the decree of 
heaven, and itis by the same de- 
eree that you are now sitting round 
and listening to us. We feel the 
importance of the situation we oc- 
eupy; and though we believe in 
the sovereignty of God and the un- 
fuilingness of all his appointments, 
this, instead of restraining, impels 
us to bring the message of the gos- 
pel, with all the practical urgency 
of its invitations, and its warnings, to 
bear upon you. We feel, with all our 
belief in predestination,that our busi- 
ness is not to forbear this urgency, 
but to ply you with it most anxiously 
and earnestly and unceasingly—-and 
you should feel with the same belief 
yn your mind, that your business is 
not to resist this urgency, but to be 
guided by itsimpulse. Who knows 
but we may be the humble instru- 
ment, and you the undeserved sub- 
jects of some high and heavenly or- 
dination? The cutting of the ropes 
was the turning point on which the 
deliverance of Paul's company 
from shipwreck was suspended — 
Who knows but the urgency we 
now ply you with, telling upon you, 
and carrying your purposes along 
with it, may be the very step in the 
wonderful prégress of God’s opera- 
tions, on which your conversion 
hinges? We, therefore, press the 
gospel with all its duties, and all its 
promises, and all its privileges upon 
you. © listen, and resolve, and, 
manfully forsake all that keeps you 
from the Saviour ; we call upon you, 
from this moment, to give yourselves 
upunto him; and be assured, it is 
only by acting in obedience tosuch 
calls laid up before you in the Bible, 
and sounding in your ear from the 
pulpit, that your election unto life 
can ever be made known in this 
world, or reach its positive consum- 
mation in eterrity. 

And now, you can have no diffi- 
culty in understanding how it is 
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that we make our calling and elec- 
tion sure. It is not in the power of 
the elect to make their election 
surer in itself than it really is—for 
this is a sureness which is not ca- 
pable of receiving any addition.— 
It is not in the power of the elect to 
make it surer to God—for all futu- 
rity is submitted to his all-seeing 
eye, and his absolute knowledge 
stands in need of no confirmation. 
Bat there is such a thing as the elect 
being ignorant for a time of their 
own election, and their being made 
sure of it in the progress of evidence 
and discovery. And therefore it is 
that they are called to make their 
election sure to themselves, or to 
make themselves sure of their elect- 
ion. And how is thisto bedone ? 
Not by reading it in the book of 
God’s decrees—net by obtaining 
from him any direct information 
about his counsels—-not by confer- 
ring with prophet or angel, gifted 
with the revelation of hidden things 
But the same God who elects some 
unto everlasting life, and keeps 
back from them all direct informa- 
tion about it, tells them that he who 
believeth and he who repenteth 
and he who obeyeth the gospel 
shall obtain everlasting life. We 
shall never in this world have an 
intermediate communication from 
him, whether we are of the elect o1 
not——but let us believe——let us re- 
pent—let us obey the Saviour—and 
from the first moment of our setting 
ourselves to these things in gooil 
earnest, we may conceive the hope 
ofa place among the heirs of im- 
mortality. In the progress and suc- 
cess of our endeavours, this hope 
may advance and grow brighter 
within us. As we grow in the exer- 
cises of faith and obedience, the light 
of acheering manisfestation is more 
sensibly felt,and our hope ripens into 
assurance. “ Hereby do we know 
that we know him, by our keeping 
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hiscommandments,”’ is an evidence you suffer it not to lead you to re- 


which every year becomes clearer 
and more encouraging ; and thus, 
by a well-sustaining perseverance 
in the exercises of the Christian 
life, do we labour with all diligence 
to make our calling and election 
sure. We call upon you, in the 
language of the apostle, to have 
faith, and to this faith, to add virtue, 
and knowledge, and temperance, 
and patience, and godliness, and 
brotherly kindness, and charity.-- 
{tis by the doing of these things, 
that you are made sure of your call- 
ing and election, “for if ye do these 
things,”’ says Peter, ‘‘ye shall never 
fail, and an entrance shal] be minis- 
tered unto you abundantly into the 
everlasting kingdom of our Lord 
and Saviour Jesus Christ.’ 

If there be any of you who have 
not followed this train of observa- 
tion——if it still remains one of those 
things of Paul which are hard to be 
understood—let us beseech you, at 
least,that you wrest it not to your own 
destruction, by remitting your ac- 
tivity, and your diligence, and your 
pains-taking in the service of Christ. 
Why, the doctrine of election leaves 
our duty to exhort, and your duty to 
obey, on the same footing on which 
it found them. We are commission- 
ed to lay before you the free offers 
of the gospel—to prass it on the 
acceptance of one and all of you— 
toassure every individual amongst 
you of a hearty welcome from the 

ord God merciful and gracious— 
to call you to the service of Christ, 
that great master of the household 
of faith—to urge it upon you, that 
you must renounce every other mas- 
ter, and, casting all your idols, and 
Vanities, and iniquities away from 
with the invitation, 
and be dilligent in all the duties and 
performances 
you resist, or put off—if, blind to 
the goodness of God in Christ Jesus, 


you, to close 


of the gospel. If 


pentance—if the call of “awake to 
righteousness, and sin not,” make 
no practical impression on you—if 
the true assurance of pardon for the 
sins of the past, do net fill your 
ieart with the desire of sanctifica- 
tion for the futute—if the word of 
Christ be not so received by you as 
to lead to the doing of it—then you 
are just leaving undone those things 
of which we say in the words of the 
text, “Except these things be done, 
ye cannot be saved” —and to all the 
guilt of your past disobedience, you 
add the aggravation of putting away 
from you both the offered atone- 
ment and the commanded repent- 
ance of the gospel, ‘ How can you 
escape if you neglect so great a sal- 
vation 7’ 
—_—— 


For the Hopkinsian Magazine 
ON THE VINDICTIVE JUSTICE OF GOD. 


As it is the nature of water to 
cleanse, and of air to purify ; soit 
is the nature of fire to destroy.— 
And this destructive nature of fire 
renders it a proper emblem of God's 
vindictive justice, or that moral per- 
fection of his nature, by which he is 
disposed to punish, or destroy his 
incorrigible enemies. ‘The sacred 
writers most commonly represent 
God as involved in smoke, or array- 
edin flames, whenhe is about to 
display his holy and awful displeas- 
ure against his guilty creatures.— 
When he was about to display his 
righteous indignation on Pharaoh, 
that son of perdition, and his stupid, 
rebellious subjects, he appeared to 
Moses in the flames of the burning 
bush. When God descended on 
Mount Sinai, to publish his holy 
and righteous law, he puton the ap- 
pearance of fire, the emblem of his 
awful justice. And he made the 
same appearance to Isaiah and Eze- 
kiel, when he was going to send 
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them to denounce his terrible judg- 
ments upon his corrupt and degen- 
erate people. Agreeably to these 
figurative representations of the 
Supreme Being, the apostle says, 
Hebrews, xii. 29, ‘‘ Our God is a 
consuming fire.” God is the same 
under the gospel as under the 
law. Though the gospel has open- 
ed a way, in which he can dis- 
play his mercy, instead of his jus- 
tice, towards penitent sinners ; yet it 
has not dispossessed him of his amia- 
ble and awful attribute of justice. 
This is still an essential part of his 
moral character, and renders him a 
consuming fire to all, who finally 
reject the offers of his grace. And 
though all sinners,w hether secure or 
awakened, whether mors! or immor- 
al, or whether Atheists, Deists or 
professed Christians, dread to view 
God as a consuming fire; yet all 
true penitents are pleased with his 
holy and awful justice. Hence the 
apostle, without hesitation or re- 
serve, speaks in the name of all 
true believers, and says, “Our God 
is a consuming fire.’ The God 
whom we love and adore, is a being 
of justice as well as of mercy ; and 
we are no less disposed to submit to 
his justice, than to rely upon his 
mercy. We esteem the former, as 
essential to his nature, and a be sauty 
in his character, as well as the latter; 
and therefore are willing to declare 
before the world, that “owr God is a 
consuming fire.” The plain and 
important truth, which now lies be- 
fore us, and calls for our serious 
consideration, is this : 
ViMllictive justice is an amiable 
perfection of God. 1 shall, 
I. Explain the nature of vindic- 
tive justice. 
II. Show that it is a perfection, 
which belongs toGod. And, 
III. Make it appear, that it is an 
amiable attribute of the Divine na- 
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1. I amto explain the nature of 
vindictive justice, 

Some suppose, that this implies 
nothing more in God than a cool dic- 
tate of divine wisdom, that it is best 
to inflict pain and misery upon the 
guilty. ‘They consider the Divine 
Being as a pure intelligence, who is 
totally destitute of all moral feelings 
or exercises of heart; and therefore 
conclude, that his justice bears no 
analogy to that moral quality of the 
heart in men, which is called jus- 
tice. But this is doubtless a very 
wrong opinion. For God is repre- 
sented in seripture as possessed of 
proper affections of heart, as well as 
of wisdom and other intellectual 
powers of mind. Vindictive jus- 
tice in God, therefore, is an exer- 
cise of his heart, or a propensity of 
his nature, to inflict natural evil 
upon those who are guilty of moral 
evil. But though God feels a di- 
rect hatred of sin, anda real pro- 
pensity to punish it; yet this pro- 
pensity has no malice, cruelty, or 
revenge init. He never feels dis- 
posed to punish the guilty, merely 
for the sake of punishing them, or 
to gratify any selfish, or malignant 
feeling. This disposition, indeed, 
is often felt and expressed, by the 
sinful children of men, and called 
by the name of justice. But in re- 
ality it is infmitely different from 
vindictive justice inGod. He loves 
all his creatures, and takes no pleas- 
ure in punishing them, aside from 
their ill-desert, and the good ofthe 
universe. And though his vin- 
dictive justice is totally different 
from the cool dictate of wisdom, and 
isa real inclination or propensity of 
h's heart, to give pain to those who 
deserve pain; yet it is perfectly op- 
posed to malice or revenge. It isa 
pure and holy affection, which re- 
sults from the perfect benevolence 
of his heart. He loves holiness 


and for that reason hates sin. He 
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loves happiness, and for that reason 
hates what tends todestroy it. His 
anger, therefore, is equal to his 
love, and his justice to his benevo- 
lence. His love, which will raise 
the righteous to the highest heaven, 
will sink the ungodly and the sin- 
ner to the lowest hell. For his 
vindictive justice, is,in reality, no 
other than his holy love turned into 
holy hatred. I now proceed, 

If. To show that such vindic« 
tive justice belongs to God. And 
this will appear, if we consider, 

1. That a being of perfect good- 
ness must be a being of vindictive 
justice. God is goodness itself. 
God is love. His benevolence, 
necessarily disposes him to love be- 
nevolence in all his creatures, and 
to hate selfishness, or malevolence 
in any moral agents. But if he 
necessarily hates all moral evil, 
then he must necessarily feel dis- 
posed to punish it, or manifest his 
disapprobation of it, by inflicting 
natural evil, the proper punishment 
of it. We cannot conceive, that 
God should love holiness, and feel 
disposed to reward it, with the 
tokens of his favour ; and yet not 
hate sin, and feel disposed to con- 
demn it, by marks of his displeasure- 
The man who really loves the good 
of any community, must necessari- 
ly love those who are disposed to 
promote it, and as necessarily dis- 
like those who are disposed to in- 
jure it. And if he is placed in a 
proper situation to reward and pun- 
ish, he will be as much disposed to 
punish the bad. members of that 
community, as to reward the good 
members of it. God’s love to the 
righteous necessarily implies his 
hatred to the wicked ; and his dis- 
position to reward the righteous, 
necessarily implies his disposition 
to punish the wicked. Or, in other 
words, his perfect goodness neces- 
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sarily implies his vindictive justice. 
And in this light God represented 
his true character to Moses, when 
he desired to see his glory. “And 
the Lord passed before him, and 
proclaimed, The Lord, the Lord 
God, merciful and gracious, long 
suffering and abundant in goodness 
and truth, keeping mercy for thou- 
sands, forgiving iniquity and trans- 
gression and sin, and that will by 
no means clear the guilty.” This 
is essential to the divine nature, and 
therefore the apostle says; ‘Our 
God is a consuming fire.’ ‘The 
God of love must be the God of jus- 
tite. 

2. This further appears, from the 
divine law. The law of God 
threatened death to Adam, for the 
first transgression: “In the day 
thou eatest thereof, thou shalt sure- 
ly die.’ The law of God to Israel 
threatened death to every transgres- 
sor: “Cursed be he that confirm- 
eth not all the words of this law to 
do them. And all the people shall 
say, amen.” And the apostle ex- 
pressly says, “ The wages of sin is 
death.” This death we find-ex- 
plained in the 3d chapter of Gala- 
tians : “Christ hath redeemed us 
from the curse of the law, being 
made a curse for us.” But Christ 
came to redeem us, not from tem- 
poral, but from eternal death.— 
This, then, is the curse, which God 
hath threatened to every transgres- 
sor. Such a threatening is a clear 
and awful display of God’s vindic~ 
tive justice. And since the law is 
a transcript of the divine nature, it 
is the infallible expressioi of the 
feelings of God’s heart towards the 
guilty. He certainly feels all that 
displeasure, wrath, and vengeance, 
which he has threatened. And if 
he feels this, he is certainly possess- 
ed of vindictive justice. ‘This leads 
me te ebserve, 
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3. The gospel as clearly mani- 
fests God’s vindictive justice, as the 
divine law. Even the ministration 
of mercy is also the ministration of 
death. The same gospel, which 
promises eternal happiness to the 
believer, threatens eternal misery 
to the unbeliever. Christ said unto 
his apostles, “Go ye into all the 
world, and preach the gospel to ev- 
ery creature. He that believeth 
and is baptized shall be saved: But 
he that believeth not, shall be damn- 
ed.” Agreeably to this declara- 
tion, the apostle tells the Hebrews, 
that if they rejected the gospel, they 
would meet with a more aggravated 
condemnation, than those who per- 
ished under the law. “ For if we 
sin wilfully after that we have re- 
ceived the knowledge of the truth, 
their remaineth no more sacrifice 
for sins, but a fearful looking for of 
jadgment, and fiery indignation, 
which shall devour the adversaries. 
He that dispised Moses’ law died 
without mercy, under two or three 
witnesses: Of how much sorer 
punishment suppose ye, shall he be 
thought worthy, who hath trodden 
under foot the Son of God, and hath 
accounted the blood of the cove- 
nant, wherewith he was sanctified, 
an unholy thing, and hath done de- 
spite to the Spirit of grace? For 
we know him that hath said, Ven- 
geance belongeth unto me, F will 
recompense, saith the Lord.” Thus 
the gospel of grace breathes the spir- 
it of vindictive justice. I may 
add, 

4. There are many passages of 
scripture, which expressly declare, 
that vindictive justice belongs to 
God. “Moses exhibits God's vin- 
dictive justice before the Israelites, 
to dissuade them from disobedience 
tohim. “Take heed unto your- 
selves, lest ye forget the covenant 
ofthe Lord your God, which he 
made with you. For the Lord thy 


“him.” 
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God is’ a consuming fire, even & 
jealous God.” And he uses the 
same argument to encourage them 
to go forward and subdue their en- 
emies: “ Understand therefore this 
day, that the Lord thy God is he 
which goeth before thee : as a con- 
suming fire he shall destroy them, 
and bring them down before thy 
face.” And again, he represents 
God as saying to his revolting peo- 
ple : “A fire is kindled in mine an- 
ger, and shall burn unto the lowest 
hell, and shall consume the earth 
with her increase, and set on fire 
the foundations ef the mountains. I 
will heap mischiefs upon them ; I 
will spend mine arrows upon them. 
See now, that I, even I am he, and 
there is no God with me: I kill, 
and I make alive : I wound, and I 
heal: neither is there any that cam 
deliver out of my hand. For I lift 
up my hand to heaven and say, I 
live forever. If] whet my ylitter- 
ing sword, and mine hand take hold 
on judgment; I will render ven- 
geance to mine enemies, and will 
reward them that hate me.” David 
prays, “O Lord God, to whom ven- 
geance belongeth, shew thyself.” 
And the prophet Nahan says, “God 
is jealous, and the Lord revengeth ; 
the Lord revengeth, and is furious ; 
the Lord will take vengeance on 
his adversaries, and he reserveth 
wrath for his enemies. Who can 
stand before his indignation ? And 
who can abide the fierceness of his 
anger? his fury is poured out like 
fire.” Christ says, “Be not afraid 
ofthem that kill the body, and af- 
ter that have no more that they can 
do. But I will forewarn you whom 
ye shall fear: Fear him who, after 
he hath killed, hath power to cast 
into hell ; yea, I say unto you, Fear 
And the apostle exhorts, 
agreeably to this, ‘Dearly beloved, 
avenge not yourselves, but rather 
give place umte wrath: for it as 
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written, Vengeance is mine ; I will 
repay, saith the Lord.” All these 
declarations agree with and confirm 
the assertion of the apostle, that 
“Our God is a consuming fire.” — 
Neither the power, nor wisdom, nor 
goodness, nor mercy of God, is 
more fully and clearly reveaied in 
the Bible, than his vindictive jus- 
tice. We have as much evidence, 
that this glorious, and awful attri- 


bute belongs to God, as we have of 


any of his perfectious, or his eternal 
existence. THEOPHILUS. 
[To be concluded. | 
aa ae 
For the Hopkinsian Magazine, 
ON PREACHING. 
Christianity neglects not the un- 
derstanding: but its principal busi- 
ness is ‘with the heart. It is not 
wanting in argument and illustra- 
gion ; but it abounds mostin the lan- 
guage of strong emotion. And how 


18 it possible that it should be other- 
wise, when its professed object is to 


come into close contact with the 
whole current of native affections, 
and to turn that current into an op- 
posite course ; when the subjects on 
which it treats are of such awful im- 
port; of all others best fitted to stir 
the soul, and to arouse its deepest 
and most powerful feelings 

Need it be said that a religion so 


full of life and emotion, demands of 


its ministers corresponding life and 
emotion ¢ 
tant,a degree of indifference may 
possibly find some palliation, or 
even apology. Let the physician 
slumber over the pallid countenance 
and perishing frame of his patient— 
let the patriot coldly speculate on 
some political defection that threatens 
ruin to the state; but let him who 
ministers to an unmortal mind dis- 
eased, be awake and in earnest : 
The time has beenindeed, when 
a dispassionate ministry might pro- 
duce no other effegt than to lull 


In business less impor- 
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men’s natural and moral powers to 
sleep, But happily for the church, 
there has come a great change in 
this respect. Men have begun to 
wake, as from a dream, and to call 
for a deeper and more thrilling 
strain. ‘They no longer look to the 
pulpit as the place only of sober ar- 
gument, and dry, unfeeling discus- 
siou—they require indeed to be rea- 
soned with, but they want those rea- 
sonings which will take a strong 
hold upon them, and produce a 
deep and powerful working in the 
soul. And astothe man who fails 
of answering their expectations in 
this respect, neither titles, nor learn- 
ing, nor orthodoxy itself, can seeure 
him from the sure, though perhaps 
sient, operations of thew dislike. 
But it isa joyful indication of the 
more growing influence of religion, 
that its design to employ the human 
inteilect only asa medium through 
which to gain access to the heart ; 
and the prevailing spirit of the age, 
which in correspondence to this de- 
sign, demands that religion be ad- 
ministered in a more exciting form, 
are beginning to be recognized and 
duly regarded by ministers through- 
out Christendom. Still it is to be 
regretted that there are instances, 
in which that spirit of earnestness, 
and deep, disinterested affection, 
which entered so largely into the 
preaching of Christ and his apostles, 
and by which their hearers were so 
frequently cut to the heart, seems to 
be supplanted, in a lamentable de- 
gree, by principles of a far different 
tendency. Did. we never listen to 
any discourse from the pulpit, whose 
proper effect was worse than lost 
by the unavoidable suspicion that 
it aimed chiefly to dazzle by its 
brilliancy, and win applause instead 
of souls? Hasour conscience nev- 
er slumbered and our heart remain- 
ed unmoved, while the speaker, as 
we thought, was preaching himself 
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instead of Christ crucified ; labour- 
ing to feed the fancy rather than 
the soul hungry forthe bread of life ; 
and leading the mind from the path 
of duty, to the gracefulness with 
which he pointed it out? 

‘There are those, too, it may have 
been our lot to witness, who would 
make a mighty effort to work them- 
selves into life and sensibility, but 
whose fervour died away with e very 
struggle to raise it, discovering 
that all was cold and heartless at 
bottom. They seemed to forget 
that the ‘words which glow and 
thoughts that burn’ are not the re- 
sult of an artificial warmth that 
plays upon the surface of the heart, 


while all is frigid within, but of 


that strong and steady ardour that 


has penetrated and possessed itself 


of the very depths of the soul.— 
Though they were mighty in voice 
and vehement in gesture, yet the 
impression was not so much that 
they were really in earnest, as that 
they were determined,at all hazards, 
to appear so. And though their 
elaborate performance was sur- 
rounded with much splendour and 
parade ; yet it was as far removed, 
in its effects, from the pourings forth 
of a pious soul, imparting from the 
fulness of its own affection, warmth 
and energy to the truths it incul- 
cates, as are the corruscations of a 
mass of ice, from the permanent, 
piercing heat ef the sun. They 
seemed not to consider that the 
man, whose ruling passion is love 
for those to whom he ministers, 
needs no mighty effort to make 
them feel that he is actuated by 
such a spirit, that it will diffuse it- 
self spontaneously over all his de- 
portment; every sentence he utters 
will tell of its inward workings; 
every look and every movement, 
disclose that he is sincere in the 
sacred cause, strongly impress- 
ed with the same momentous truths 
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he urges on others, and that he is 


seeking not theirs, but them. 

I have heard others who fell into 
another extreme, equally fatal to 
every salutary impression which 
enters within the design of preach- 
ing. ‘They appeared to act upon 
the principle, either that it is use- 
less, or dangerous, or both, to 
meddle, in matters of religion, with 
those turbulent things, the passions. 
For they made no attempt to touch 


these mighty springs, devoid of 


whose impulse, man may forever 
speculate, but will never act. All 
who listened saw indeed that relig- 
ion is a great concern, but none 
felt its claims upon their heart.— 
All were convinced there might be 
danger in neglecting it; but why 
should they be alarmed, so long as 
the pre acher betrayed no anxiety ? 
Why should they be troubled about 
the soul, when his own concern for 
it disappeared i in a love of abstract 
reasoning aad learned disquisition? 
How is it possible for men to be 
piously affected under discourses 


which come forth in the form of 


philosophical essays ; confounding 
by the abstruseness of their specu- 
lations, and perplexing by their 
subtleties of biblical criticism on 
points of verbal minuteness ; which 
excite their astonishment, not to say 
indignation at the speaker’s power 
to soar so high above their compre- 
hension ; but which fall upon the 
frozen soul like the ‘rays of a De- 
cember moon.’ 

And | have heard those who 
grew warm on none but controvert- 
ed points—who sometimes substi- 
tuted for that charitable temper 
which endureth all things, an ab- 
jurgatory spirit which dealt out de- 
nunciation against their opposers. 
Their preaching was emphatically 
a savour of death. And concern- 
ing them an enquiry was repeatedg 
than which nothing can be more 
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detrimental to our holy religion, 
‘If there are not some who teach the 
world to associate it with frowns ; 
whoclothe its neck with the thun- 
ders of disputation ; who invest it 
with the porcupine coat of an irrita- 
ble temper ; who throw into its eye 
the glare of envy; and into its 
the hue of jerlousy; who 
arm it with the knife of controversy, 
satire, and censoriousness ?’ 

That messenger of mercy to guil- 
iy men who thus counteracts the 
cordial reception of his message by 
the coldness or asperity in manner in 
which he presents it, sustains a loss, 
whose magnitude can be better de- 
scribed when the light of eternity 
shall disclose the value of that ‘crown 
of rejoicing’ which is promised to the 
faithful ‘embassadors of Christ.’— 
But even the language heaven 
would fail to portray, to their full 
extent, the evils that may come upon 
those who are the subjects of his un- 
fruitful ministration. As to all 
other concerns, in which human 
agency is employed, there are some 
redeeming circumstances, which 
render a loss of success of compara- 
tively little moment. 


cheek 


The advocate 
may lose his cause where the exis- 
tence of a fellow-being is at stake, 
and the statesman may be unsuc- 
cessful in his attempts to carry a 
point of great importance to the na- 
tion—yet a want ofsuccess in the 
one case, is attended simply by the 
cutting off of the life and prospects 
ofan individual ; while its effects, 


in the other, to say the most, may 


not extend beyond the boundary of 


time. But it is notso with the fail- 
ure of which I speak. Its direful 
consequences, involving the unhap- 
py fate of thousands, may reach on- 
ward—and onward—through all the 
stages of the soul’s immortality. 

B. S. 


Answered. 


For the Hopkinsian Magazine. 
QUESTION ANSWERED. 


A correspondent asks, ‘Do the pas- 
Read. iv. 15, and x. 13-- 
Where no law is, there is no trans- 
gression—Sin is not imputed where 
there is no law, imply that children 
are not guilty ?’ 

The truth, asserted in the first of 
these passages, is very obvious.— 
Where no law evists, no law can be 
transgressed: and it is equally true, 
that one who is not under any law, 
cannot be guilty of transgression, let 
him do what he will. The meaning 
of the last of the above passages, is 
scarcely less obvious. ‘To impute 
sinto one, is either to charge him 
with the fact, that he has sinned, or 
to hold him to be blameworthy and 
punishable for sinning. These, if 
not precisely the same, are insepara- 
ble. There cannot be sin, without 
guilt, or desert of punishment ; and 
there cannot be guilt, or desert of 
punishment, where there is no sin 
But, where there is no law, there is 
no transgression, and, consequently, 
no sin; for as the apostle says, I. 
John, iii. 4—Sinis the transgression 
of the law. As, therefore, sin can- 
not be imputed, where it does not ex- 
ist. c annot be imputed to those, 
who are not under the obligation of 
law. But, should it be supposed, 
that sin might be committed by those 
who are not under law; and that 
when John says, Sin is the trans- 
gression of the law, he means, not 
that sin, and the transgression of 
the law, are one and the same, but 
only, that sin always does transgress 
the law ; still, it remains true, tha 
sin cannot be so imputed, as to in- 
volve guilt and desert of punishment, 
where there is no law. 

In order, then, to 


sages, 


so it 


ascertain 


whether the above passages imply’ 
that children are not guilty; it i 


' 
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necessary to enquire, whether they 
are under the law of God : and if so, 
whether they fransgress it? If 
children, as well as adults, are un- 
der law to God; then they either 
keep, or transgress, the divine law ; 
for they cannot be subjects of law, 
tunless they are moral agents; and 
all moral agents, under the law of 
God, either obey, or transgress it, 
by every one of their moral ex- 
ercises and actions. But, none, it is 
presumed, will maintain, that chil- 
dren keep the law of God : if, there- 
fore, they are under it, they trans- 
gress it, and are guilty. 

And are not children under the 
lawofGod? True, they are unac- 
quainted with the written law ; and 
so are most of the adults in the 
world : but, as the heathen, having 
not the written law, are a law unto 
themselves, having the law made 


known tothem by the dictates of 


conscience ; so may children, as 


soon as they are moral agents, pos- 
sessing the faculty of conscience, 


have such an acquaintance with the 
law of God, as to lay them under 
obligation to keep it. And if they 
are under obligation to keep the law 
of God ; 
transgressing it. "That they are so, 
is plainly taught by the apostle, in 
the verses connected with the one 
quoted above from Rom. v. In 
verse 12, he writes, Wherefore, as 
by one man sin entered into the world, 
and death by sin ; and so death pass- 
ed upon all men, for that all have 
sinned. Here he represents tempo- 
ral death as a penal consequence of 
sin; and sin as thus imputed to all 
mankind, young and old. He pro- 
ceeds to say, verses 13, 14d—VS or 
until the lao(the giving of the writ- 
ten law at Sinai) sin was in the 
world : but sin is not imputed where 
thereis nolaw. Nevertheless, death 
reigned from Adam to Moses, even 
over them that had not sinned after 


Question Answered. 


then they are guilty of 


the wild ass’s colt. 
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the similitude of Adam's transgres- 
sion. From Adam to Moses, death 
reigned ever all mankind, children 
as wellas adults, Pagans, as well as 
Patriarchs ; though but few of them 
had sinned, as Adam did, against a 
positive and audible prohibition ; 
but sin was imputed to them, be- 
cvuse the light of conscience gave 
them such a knowledce of the law 
of God, as laid them under obliga- 
tion to keep it. The giving of the 
written law at Sinai, did not rreate 
but only increase the obligation of 
those, to whom it was given, to obey 
the law of God, and their consequent 
criminality for transgressing it; as 
the apostle says, verse 20. Dfore- 
over the law entered, that the offence 
might abound. 

The truth appears to be, that all 
created moral agents are under the 
law of God—that all are moral 
agents, who possess reason, con- 
science, and a capacity of choice — 
and that all such, who do not exer- 
cise that love, which the divine law 
requires, are guz/ty in proportion to 
the light, which shines upon them 
and the knowledge of duty 
which they possess. Such are all 
unrenewed men, who are dead in 
trespasses and sins, and children ol 
wrath, being children of disobedi- 
ence. All have sinned. The 
imagination of man’s heart, is evil 
from his Man is born as 
The wicked are 
estranged from the womb; they go 
astray as soon as they be born, spe ak- 
ing lies. So that every mouth should 
be stopped, and all the world (high 
and low, old and young) become 
guilty before God. Three infer- 
rences follow : 

1. None of mankind can be saved, 
without Christ and grace. 

2. Parents ought to pray with 
submission, and labour with dill- 
gence for the spiritual as well as 
temporal welfare of their childre 


youth. 
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3. Children ought to repent of 


sin, and as soon as they can know 
Christ, to come to him and have eter- 
nal life. 

— 


For the Hopkiosian Magazine 


A Thanksgiving Sermon. 
Lamentations, ut. 22. 
It is of the Lord’s mercies that 
we are not consumed, because his 
compassions fail not. 


In order to be thankful as we 
ought, it is necessary to knew the 
nature and extent of our obligations 
to the great Giver of every good 
and every perfect gift. The obli- 
gations of creatures to their Crea- 
tor, originate in their dependence 
upon him for life and breath and 
all things. In order duly to esti- 
mate the extent of our obligations 
to our Heavenly Benefactor, two 
things are to be considered; the 
number and value of the favours 
bestowed upon us, and our own 
unworthiness of them. If the fa- 
vours bestowed upon us are man- 
ifold and great, and at the same 
time we have no claim to the least 
of them; our obligations to grati- 
tude must be very great. Such 
are the obligations of the elect An- 
gels. God bestows upon them dis- 
tinguished and numerous blessings. 
He continually preserves their hap- 
py existence in heavenly places, 
and gives them all the good things, 
that their holy hearts desire. And 
though they have never transgress- 
ed; yet they never merited any fa- 
vour of the Lord. They have never 
brought God in debt, by doing more 
than their duty; and while they 
may claim exemption from punish- 
ment, they must ascribe all their 
blessings to the gratuitous goodness 
of their sovereign Benefactor. 

But if, while we receive nume- 
rous favours at the Divine hand, we 





are not only wndeserving, but i/de- 
serving ; if, wiile we receive great 
favours, we deserve great judg- 
ments ; our obligations to gratitude 
and praise must rise to the highest 
conceivable degree. This, accord- 
ing to the representation in the text, 
is precisely our case. The passage 
applies, not to the prophet and the 
Hebrew nation only, but to every 
individual of every nation. I shall 
consider the words with direct ap- 
plication to ourselves, and, as far 
as in my power, would so illustrate, 
confirm and impress them, that, in 
the conclusion, all present should 
adopt them as their own, and united- 
ly say, with full conviction of their 
truth, and cordial approbation of 
their solemn import, “It is of the 
Lord’s mercies that we are not con+ 
sumed, because his compassions 
fail not.” 
Two enquiries here present ihem- 
selves. 
{. What is it to be consumed ? 
II. How does it appear, that it is 
owing to God’s mercy and 
compassion, that we are not 
consumed ? 
1. What is it to be consumed? 
The term consumed, is used, in 
sacred scripture, with reference 
both to this world, and the world to 
come; and accordingly denotes 
beth temporal and eternal destruc- 
tion. In the first serise, or with 
reference to this world, individuals 
are said to be consumed, when, by 
pestilence, famine, the sword or 
other sore judgments, they are 
brought down to the grave: and 
m this sense a people are said to be 
consumed, when they are diminish 
ed and wasted by the frowns of 
Heaven, till the land is nearly emp- 
tied of its inhabitants 
When used in reference to the 
coming world, the term, consumed, 
denotes that destruction, which is 
denounced as the penalty, or curse of 
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the Divine law. In this sense, the 
term is used somewhat figuratively, 
as all terms must be, that are em- 
ployed to express those eternal re- 
alities, which eye hath not seen, nor 
ear heard. 

Because the word, consume, orig- 
inally expresses the action of fire 
upon combustible bodies, changing 
their form, and reducing them to 
ashes ; it is not hence to be suppos- 
ed, that; with reference to the fu- 
ture world, it means annihilation. 
Though God might, by simply 
withdrawing his supportiag hand, 
annihilate any thing, which He has 
ereated ; yet his Goodness forbids 
the annihilation of holy creatures, 
and his Justice equally forbids the 
annihilation of sinful creatures. The 
penalty of the Divine law, is a pun- 
ishment, of which the subjects are 
conscious, and from which annihila- 
tion would be an escape. To be 
consumed in the coming world, is 
to be punished with everlasting de- 
struction. This punishment com- 
prises all the evils, with which trans- 
gressors are threatenedin the word 
of God. 

Now, without stopping to exam- 
ine the sense, in which the prophet 
originally used the term, consumed, 
in our text; I may affirm, that this 
declaration, as it respects us, is true 
in both senses of the term—as de- 
noting both temporal and eternal 
destruction. Which brings me to 
the next inquiry, 

I1. How it appears, that it is 
owing to the mercy and compassion 
of God, that we are not consumed 7? 

The answer to this enquiry may 
be obtained, by considering the pen- 
alty of the Divine law, and our 
characters, 

1. The law of God, which the 
apostle pronounces holy, and just, 
and good, requiresall mankind, and 
indeed all rational creatures, con- 
stantly to exercise disinterested 


as transgressors. 
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love. ‘Thus it is summed up by th® 
great Teacher sent from heaven 
“Thou shalt love the Lord thy God, 
with all thy heart, soul, mind, and 
strength ; and thy neighbour as thy- 
self.” ‘To this law, as to all others 
whether human or Divine, a pencl'y 
is annexed. This penalty is exact- 
ly proportioned to the criminality of 
transgression. ‘Those, who tran 
gress the Divine law, are guilty o! 
robbing God, just in proportion to 
the knowledge which they have of 
his supreme excellency and worthi- 
ness: and they are guilty of injur- 
ing their fellow creatures, just in 
proportion to their desires, or de- 
signs, to do them wrong. Hence: 
they deserve punishment, or misery, 
greater or less in degree, according 
to the various degress of their guilt 
and continued as long as their guilt 
shall remain: and since nothing 
can remove guilt from the mind of 
a creature who has sinned; the 
transgressors of the divine law de- 
serve endless punishment. Hence 
the curse denounced 
against them: they are pronounced 
deserving of everlasting destruction 
the wages of their sin is said to be 
death: the due reward of their 
deeds, is to be consumed forever. 

2. We are transgressors of the 
Divine law. ‘Though God made 
men upright; yet they have soug)it 
out many inventions. All flesh 
have corrupted their way upon the 
earth. All have sinned, and come 
short of the glory of God. We hav 


of God is 


all possessed, and acted from the 
canal mind, which is enmity against 
God, and not subject to his law.-- 


We have been lovers of ourselves 
and have sought our own things.— 
We have been lovers of pleasures, 
rather than lovers of God. Instead 
of doing all things to the glory of 
God, we have consumed the boun- 
ties of his providence upon our 
lusts. We have robbed God, and 
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rébelled against Him. We have 
greatly in ured our fellow-creatures 
and ourselves. ur iniquities are 
more numerous than the 
our heads, and are aggravated by 
all the light which we have enjoy- 
ed, and all the favours which we 
have received. We, therefore, de- 
serve to be consumed. And, if this 
be our desert; it follows, as a nec- 


essary consequence, that it is of 


the Lord’s mercy that we are not 
consumed. Whatever we receive 
in this world, or may receive in the 
world to come, better than our 
just deserts, must be owing to the 
mercy and compassion of God,— 
And in proportion to our ill-deserts, 
is the greatness of the Divine mer 
cy, in sparing us: Hence the 
prophet uses the plural number, to 
set forth the riches of God’s grace, 
in our preservation from deserved 
ahd endless misery: Jt is of the 
Lord’s mercies that we are 
consumed, because his compassions 
fail not. 


not 


INFERENCES. 


1. We may infer from this sub- 
ject, the reason and proprie'y of the 
apostle’s exhortation to the Ephe- 
sians: Giving thanks always for 


all things unto God and the Fa- 
ther, in the name of our Lord 
Jesus Christ. 

If it be owing to divine mercy 
that we are not consumed; then, 
surely, we are always under obliga- 
tion to be thankful to God. Though 
we may be under greater obliga- 
tion, at one time, than at another, 
to thank God; yet this is a duty, 
from which we are never exempt, 
while in this world of grace Let 
our condition be what it may; we 
are still the objects of Divine mer- 
cy. Ifwe arte even destitute, af- 
flicted, and tormented ; still we 
have always reason to say to God, 
th fhe werds of the Psalmist, 


32 
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“Thou hast not dealt by us after 
our iaiquities, nor rewarded us ac- 
cording to our sins.” We have 
always reason to be deeply sensi- 
ble that we are dealt by unspeak- 
ably better, than our iniquities de- 
serve, and that we ever have abun- 
dant reason to praise and bless 
the name of the Lord. Upon 
this ground, we may account 
for what often appears so strange 
to the thankless man of this world, 
the ardent expressions of gratitude 
and praise, which saints often ut- 
ter, upon beds of sickness, and in 
view of privation and distress, 
which would tempt the wicked to 
curse God anid die, 

It it is of God’s mercy, that we 
are not consumed ; it is also easy 
to see, why we should give thanks, 
not only at all times, but for all 
things. Every good thing, whether 
temporal or spiritual, which we 
possess, is from above, and cometh 
down from the Father of lights. 
And not only so, but all our bles- 
sings are mercies—favours bestow- 
ed upon the ¢édldeserving. What- 
ever we receive from the hand of 
God, better than the penalty of his 
violated law, demands our thanks. 
If we have a morsel of food to sat- 
isfy our hunger, or a drop of water 
to quench our thirst; instead of 
repining that we have no more, we 
are bound to be sincerely thankful 
that we have so much. 

We may also clearly see, in the 
light of what has been said, why 
we should always give thanks for 
allthings unto God and the Father, 
in the name of our Lord Jesus 
Christ. It is only through the 
mediation of Christ, that God does, 
or can consistently bestow favours 
upon such guilty creatures as we 
are; and through the same blessed 
medium, therefore, should we al- 
ways return our thanks. We can 
never acceptably approach oar of- 
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fended and injured Sovereign, 
without forgiveness, which is a fa- 
vour granted only on C hrist’s ac- 
count. We should always remem- 
ber, when we make our thanksgiv- 
ings, that the blessings we have 


received, came from the hand of 


Sovereign Mercy, through the me- 
diation of the Divine Redeemer— 
that if Christ had not died to make 
atonement for sin, no favour what- 
ever would have been bestowed 
upon us—and it is only through 
Him that loved us and gave Him- 
self for us, that either our thanks, 
or our supplications, can be accep- 
table to our Heavenly Father. 

2. it may be inferred from what 
has been said, that in order to be 
thankful, it is necessary to be hum- 
ble. Unless we think of ourselves 
soberly as we ought to think; un- 
less we are convinced of our crim- 


inality and desert of the curse of 


the divine law; it is impossible 
that we should have any just sense 
of our obligation to be thankful for 
any of the mercies which we have 
received. And however rationally 
and deeply convinced we may be 
of our illdesert; still if we are not 
reconciled to the law and govern- 
ment of God, and do not feel as if 
he would do right, and we should 
not complain, if he should withhold 
from s every favour, temporal and 
eternal, and treat us according to 
our guilt as transgressors; it is 
plain that we are not truly thank- 
ful for any favour we have receiv- 
ed. Thankfulness, in such un- 
worthy creatures, implies the re- 
linquishment of all claim to the 
least of all favours. We must ap- 
prove of the Justice, before we can 


truly rejoice in the Goodness of 


God: we must accept the punish- 
ment of our iniquities, before we 
can thankfully receive either the 
bounties of Providence, or the bles- 
sings of the Gospel. 
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It may be inferred from the 
observations which have been made, 
that giving thanks to God, is a sol- 
emn, as well as pleasant and joyful 
duty. As this duty leads the mind 
to the contemplation of the favours 
which we have received, and of the 
goodness of God in bestowing them; 
it is pleasant and joyful. Thus 
says the Psalmist, “ Praise ye the 
Lord: for it is good to sing praises 
unto our God; for it is pleasant.” 
Sut as this duty, when truly and 
acceptably pe rformed, brings into 
view our utter unworthine ss, and 
our desert of the righteous and 
endless displeasure of Him, who 
hath loaded with his benefits ; 
itis a very solemn duty. It in- 
volves not only love to God, but 
true repentance for sin, and un- 
feigned faith in the’ Lord Jesus 
Christ, The joy which those ex- 
perience, who are truly thankful, is 
a holy joy, totally different from 
carnal mirth, and from that selfish 
joy whih the wicked feel, when 
their corn and wine are increased, 
It is joy in God. It is like that 
which Christ felt when he rejoiced 
in spirit and thanked his Heavenly 
I ather for the display of his amia- 
ble and awful sovereignty. Those 
who truly give thanks, are clothed 
with hytility. They rejoice with 
trembling. While they praise 
God for his benefits, they submit 
to his holy will, and bless Him in 
view of his righteous judgments.— 
Nothing can be more repugnant to 
their feelings, than vain amuse- 
ment, noisy mirth, and intempe- 
rate feasting. ‘They express their 
gratitude and joy in “ psalms and 
hymns and spiritual songs.” ‘To 
eat, and drink, and rise up to play, 
may become the worshippers of a 
molten calf, but is utterly irrecon- 
cilable with the duty of giving 
thanks to the One living and true 
God, who cannot be mocked, and 


us 
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who must be worshipped in spirit 
and in truth. 

4. If it is owing to divine mercy 
that we are not consumed, then we 
are all under very great obligations, 
this day, to give thanks to the Fa- 
f mercies and God of all 
He hath spared our lives 
and prolonged our day of grace, 


ther of 


grace. 


while many have gone down to the 
grave, and to the pit of despair.— 
We bee n fas ured 

unusual of health, the 


t of temporal 


have with an 
degree 
blessings.— 
‘he earth has yielded her increase 

hands have 
hath crowned 


labours of our 


“n blessed. God 
year with his goodness 


us, then, be thankful unto H 


. 
holy n 


and devoutly bless his 1 
This is a pleasant, solemn, joyf 
duty, 
empted, It is 


from which none can be 


proper, under il! 


circumstances, to observe our an- 
nual thanksgiving 

is never a ye ar, 

as individuals, and as a people, un- 
and endearing obliga- 


Preserver 


caer weighty 
tions to our Hi 
and Benefactor. Every individual 
cordially to 


iveniy 


ought sincerely and 
join in our public expression 
ksgiving and pra! 
some have received tewer 
than others, and some may 
perience d sickness, losses and 
reavements ; yet all have receive: 
favours innumerable and inexpress 
ably great; for it is of the Lord 
mercies that we are not consumed, 
because his compassions fail not. 
Let Imagine, that 


they may refuse to unite in humble 


none then, 


and hearty thanksgiving, without 
oiing great offence to Him, whose 
suffering they 
Nothing can 


coodness and long 
daily experience. 
hinder any one from the performance 
of this duty, but a selfish, proud, im- 
penitent heart. 


Practical importance of secing God as he is. 


Let us, then, each one, sincerely 
adopt the words of David, “Bless 
the Lord, O my soul, and forget 
not all his benefits.” Happy are 
all those, who find it in their hearts 
to be truly thankful this day. They 
are saints, and in favour with God : 
they are prepared to rejoice, as long 
as they live, in the God of their 
and hereafter to behold 
the beatific presence of their Lord 
and Saviour, with exceeding joy 
iorever. 

Miserable are those, who have 
no heart to give thanks to God for 
his kindness and tender 
mercy. Withall their possessions, 
they poor with all, 


Salyation, 


loving 
are indeed : 
their sensual pleasures, they are 
hed. ‘They have no part in 
the holy joy of saints. They may 
indulge themselves in vain mirth ; 
but ‘sorrow is better than such 
laughter ; for it is mad.’ 


wrets 


g While 


God ‘gives them their desires. He 


nds 


into their souls.’—~ 


anness 


The ‘prosperity of such fools, shall 
To them may be 
pertinently addressed the exhortion 


destroy them.’ 


of Jame 
and 


‘Be afflicted, and mourn, 
let your laughter be 
turned to mourning, and your joy 
Humble yourselves 
in the sight of the Lord, and he 
shall lift you up.” Amen. 


weep 7 


to neaviness. 


a 

For the Hopkinsian Magazine. 
PRACTICAL IMPORTANCE 

GOD AS HE Is. 


rie OP 


SEEING 

As the natural sun is the source 
of light and life to the solar system ; 
so God, the infinite moral 
the on] 
and life to all holy creatures. In 
studying the perfections of his 
character, and their effects; they 
will derive all their light and joy 
their holiness and happiness through 
every period of their existence.-- 


sun, 1s 


source of all moral light 
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In this light they can always see 
light respecting all the objects and 
events that come within the circle 
of their knowledge. Hence the most 
eminent saints have always had a 
supreme and increasing desire to 
become intimately acquainted with 
God, and to penetrate the incom- 
prehensible perfections of his great 
and glorious character. David 
says of himself, “One thing have 
I desired of the Lord, that will I 
seek after, that I may dwell in the 
house of the Lord forever, to be. 
hold the beauty of the Lord, and 
to inquire in his temple.” Speak- 
ing of the saints he says, “ ‘They 
shall be abundantly satisfied with 
the fatness of thine house, and 
thou shalt make them drink of the 
river of thy pleasures, For with 
thee is the fountain of light: in 
thy light we shall see light. And 
in the 63d psalm he says, “O God, 
thou art my God; early will I sock 
thee: my soul thirsteth for thee ; 
my flesh longeth for thee in a dry 
and thirsty land where no water is; 
To see thy power and thy glory as 
I have seen thee in the sanctuary.” 
Moses had a supreme desire to see 
God as he is, and said in prayer to 
him, “lt beseech thee, show me thy 
glory.” Indeed, such a desire is 
the spontaneous sentiment of every 
pious heart. And a clear and full 
view of the divine character, is in- 
stead ofall other objects and mo- 
tives, to “strike all sin forever 
dead,” and give life and elevation 
to piety. Nor can there be propos- 
ed any valuable end to be answer- 
ed by the preaching of the gospel, 


but what the faithful exhibition of 


the true character of God js direct- 
ly adapted to promote, and the 
concealment of it effectually to 
hinder. There is no other way in 
which a religious teacher can co- 
incide with the leading design of 
God in his providence, but to make 
mankind understand the true char- 
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acter of God. That his name might 
be declared throuchout all the earth, 
is the reason God usually assigns in 
his word, for performing his mighty 
deeds among all nations. Accord- 
ingly to “publish the name of the 
Lord,” was the great burden of the 
preaching of Moses and the proph- 
ets, of Jesus Christ ond the apostles, 
Moses says, ‘My doctrine shall drop 
as the rain, my speech shall distil 
as the dew, as the small rain upon 
the tender herb, and as the showers 
upon the grass ; because I will pub- 
lish the name of the Lord.” The 
Lord Jesus said to his Father, “I 
will that they also whom thou 
hast given me, be where I am; 
that they may behold my glory. 
O righteous Father, the world hath 
not known thee, bu: I have known 
hee, and these have known that. 
thou hast sent me. Ind I have 
declared unto them thy name and 
will declare it.” In the seven- 
teenth chapter of Acts we have re- 
corded an example of Paul’s preach- 
ing to the heathen, when he found 
an altar with this inscription, “To 
the unknown God ;” whom there- 

fore, said he, ye ignorantly worship, 
him declare I unto you. He there 
delineated the being and perfections 
of the true God; which was the 
means of converting Dionysius, 
Damaris, and several others. Christ 
and him erucified, or the being and 
perfections of God, which were so 


_clearly manifested in the work of 


redemption, was the great burden 
of the apostles preaching, which 
was made the power of God, and 
the wisdom of God, to such mul- 
titudes in the first century. By ex- 
hibiting the light of truth respect- 
ing the tr e God, the apostles and 
their successors penetrated and in 
a good measure dissipated the 
gross durkness and delusion of the 
principal heathen nations, and turn- 
ed great numbers of them from 
their idolatry to the service of the 
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living and true God. And though 
false and unfaithful teachers of re- 
ligion, who have denied or con- 
cealed the leading truths respecting 
the true God, have sometimes been 
apparently more successful among 
the foolish and sinful race of Adam, 
who like not to retain the trae God 
in their knowledge ; still the faith- 
ful exhibition of the truth respect- 
ing the true God, has ever been 
the only means of promoting true 
holiness, or permanent morality.— 
Nothing else ever had, or can have, 
a divine, transforming influence 
on mankind, and be instrumental 
of conforming them to the moral 
image of their Creator. “But we 
all,” says an apostle, “with open 
face, beholding as in a glass the 
glory of the Lord. are changed into 
the same image from glory to glory, 
even as by the spirit of the Lord.” 
It was seeing God as he is, that 
ledJob to. exercise such deep repent- 
ance, and nothing else ever led any 
other saints or sinners to exercise 
true “repentance towards God.” 
It is propose od, in this essay, 
briefly to describe the true charac- 
ter of God, show what is implied in 
seeing him as he is. and illustrate 
the practical influence of a faithtul 
and constant exhibition of his true 
character. 
When we extend our thoughts to 
God, one of the first impressions we 
ceive is thatof hisgreatness orsub- 
limaty. Those who have penetrated 
the deepest by their enquiries into 
the divine attributes, have been the 
Inost thorougly convinced that 
none by searching can find out 
the Almighty unto perfection.” — 
Our eyes can perceive without dif- 
fieulty the scattered r: iys of the sun; 
but if we fix them steadil: upon the 
‘un itself, we are immediately in- 
volved in darkness bya profusion of 


light. So our general views of 
are clear and distinct; butil 


Deity 
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we take a more particuiar and 
steady survey of the divine mind, 
our mental sight isconfused by the 

greatness and brightness of the ob- 


ject.” Butthe greatness of any ob- 


ject does notmake itimpossible toob- 
tain any true knowledge of it. Crea- 
tures may obtain a true, though not 
a pertect knowledge of their Crea- 
tor. We can obtain clear and just 
views of all his perfections, though 
we cannot know the ground or com- 
prehend the greatness of any of 
them. And what can be known 
by us respecting God, can be de- 
scribed. By having clear and just 
views of the divine attributes, we 
may be said to have clear and just 
views of God, and by describing his 
attributes, we describe his charac- 
ter. And here it may be said, 

T hut God possesses infinite knawl- 
edge. ‘Known unto God are all 
his works from the beginning of 
the world,” or from eternity. He 
knew from eternity the number, 
the capacity, the character, and the 
final destiny of all the creatures 
hat have ever existed, or that ever 
will exist. He perfec tly knows the 
number, the magnitude and the na- 
ture of all created objects. He 
knows all things that have been, 
that now are, that will be, or that 
might be; and consequently his 
knowledge comprehends all beings, 
objects and events within the com- 
pass of possibility. His knowledge 
is intuitive, and covers all space 
and duration. He perfectly knows 
every thought that all creatures 
ever iad, have now, or will have to 
all eternity. The Psalmist says, “O 
ord, thou hast searched me and 
known me. Jhou understandest 
my thoughts afar off. Thou com- 
passest ‘my path, and my lying 
down, and art ac quainted with all 
my ways,” It is written, “The ways 
of man are before the eyes of the 
Lord,and he pondereth all his goings 
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Neither is there any creature that 
is not manifest in his sight: but a// 
things are naked and open unto 
the eyes of him with whom we have 
to do.” The knowledge of God 
enables him exactly to measure the 
guilt of every sin that ever was or 
will be committed, and the exact 
amount of guilt that is, or ever will 
be chargeable to every creature.— 
There can be no object or objects 
to bound his knowledge, not even 
his own existence, the nature, ex- 
tent, and ground of which he per- 
fectly comprehends. 

God possesses infinite power.— 
With God, says our Saviour, all 
things are possible. And from the 
created universe we know, that the 
power of God can meet with no re- 
sistance or obstruction within the 
bounds of possibility or space. The 
present created system is to us in- 
comprehensibly great, but we can 
easily conceive that God might con- 
tinue to create within the bounds of 
unlimited space, until the number 
of systems would be greater than 
we can compute or conceive. No 
created power, that ever was, or 
will be, or might be, can resist his 
will, which created, and constantly 
upholds and governs all things. 

God is every where present.— 
From the fact that all creatures 
constantly live and move and have 
their being in him, it is certain to 
a demonstration that his presence 
fills every place where creatures 
exist. It is written, ‘‘ Whither 
shall I go from thy spirit, or whith- 
er shall I flee from thy presence ? 
Jf Lascend up into heaven, thou 
art there ; if | make my bed in 
hell,bebold thou art there. Ifltake 
the wings of the morning, and dwell 
in the uttermost parts of the sea, 
even there shall thy hand lead me, 
and thy right hand shall hold me. 
if Lsay, surely the darkness shall 
cover me, even the night shall be 
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light about me.’’ God is as much 
present at one time and place as 
another, with one creature as with 
another, and with all creatures as 
with one. The lowest hell is no 
further from his presence, than any 
place in heaven, 

This infinitely great, wise, pow- 
erful, and every where present 
being, is also infinitely good. His 
goodness bears a just proportion to 
his natural attributes, and consti- 
tutes the beauty and glory of his 
character. It is pure, permanent, 
and as universal as his presence.— 


It extends to every being and ob- 


ject in the universe, and constantly 


directs all the movements of his 
hand in heaven, earth and hell. It 
consists in love of holiness and hap- 
piness, and hatred of sin and mis- 
ery, according to their nature and 
importance. It is impartial, uni- 
versal and disinterested, and leads 
him to regard every object and be- 
ing according and in a just propor- 
tion to their intrinsic loveliness and 
importance. The goodness of God 
leads him to love and regard holi- 
ness, and hate and abhor sin infi- 
nitely more than he loves and re- 
gards happiness and hates misery ; 
because holiness is infinitely more 
lovely, excellent and important in 
its own nature, than happiness, and 
sin infinitely more hateful and un- 
desirable than misery. To make 
the interests of happiness subserve 
the interests of holiness, will be an 
eternal manifestation of his infinite 
goodness. Goodness is the most 
active principle in the universe 
and always moves its possessor to 
do the greatest amount of good ol 
which he is capable. This glo- 
rious perfection of the Deity, mov- 
ed him from eternity to adopt the 
best possible method of accomplish- 
ing the greatest amount of good.— 
It guided his infinite knowledge, 
wisdom and power, to choose and 
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execute the best possible system 


of creation and providence. Ag 
holiness and happiness are both 
desirabie in themselves, so the 


moved him to de- 
from eternity 
the test 


consistent with the high 


oocness of Gor 
termine to promote 
that is 


est combin- 


wre amount of each, 
ed good of both. It moved him to 
the best number 
tures and ohye cts to be 
tix 


choose of crea- 
> brought into 
best 


exist. 


existence, and to 
period to 
Both the natural 
ties of the cre 
fixed in the 
the highest 
ness of God 


on the 


cause them to 
and moral quali- 
lea universe, were 
best manner to promote 


The 
moved 


good, pure good- 
him to choose 


the best possible amount of sin and 


misery that was nec essary to pre- 
mote the greatest general interest 
of holiness and happiness. It dis- 


poses him to govern and direct all 
earthly changes and objects, and 
coastantly work all things after the 


his 
nevolent will. 
every heart 

every tongue, 
holy and effi. 
perfect right 
to make 

and some 


counsel! of 


own holy and be- 


The 
and every 
is the effect of 
ient He 


‘tof the same 


his 
has a 
lump, 
some vessels unto honour 


will, 


unto dishonour,”’ to an- 
swer allthe purposes of his great 
scheme of holiness and benevo- 
lence ; and his goodness disposes 
him to form some persons into ves- 
sels of mercy and some into vessels 
of wrath. It disposes bim to fash- 
ion every heart, turn every heart 
whithersoever he will, and cause 
every motion and action, whether 
sinful or holy, to subserve his holy 
purposes, and ace omplish his wise 
designs. And from his goodness it 
is demonstr: ibly certain, that he 
will bestow as many blessings upon 
every creature through every peri- 
od of his existence, as it is morally 
possible for him to bestow, and in- 
flict as few evils as it is morally 
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Not a 
how- 
small, has ever existed or ever 
will exist in heaven, earth or hell, 
that will not promote a greater 
good, and that was not chosen from 
eternity for that very purpose.— 
He has never afflicted, nor will he 
ever afflict any creature willingly, 
or for its own sake, but enly for 
perfectly wise and good reasons.— 
Hence every expression of his 
mercy and grace, his sovereignty 
and justice, that he ever made or 
ever will make, will forever man- 
ifest his perfect goodness. ‘This 
most precious truth ts not support- 
ed merely by abstruse reasoning, 
or bold aaa but is as ob- 
vious as the being and-perfections 
of God, and the truth of the scrip- 
tures. In the 136th psalm it is writ- 
O give%hanks unto the Lord, 
Sor he is good for his mercy endureth 
forever. To him that by wisdom 
the heavens ; who alone 
doeth great wonders, for his mercy 


possible for bim to inflict. 
single natural or moral evil, 
ever 


‘ ‘6 
ien, 


made 


endureth forever. That smote 
Egypt in their first born, for his 
merey endureth forever. That 


overthrew Pharaoh and his host in 
the Red Sea, for bis mercy endur- 
eth That smote 


lorever. great 
kings, and slew famous kings, for 
his mercy endureth forever. O 


give thanks to the God of heaven, 
for his mercy endureth forever.”’ 
[To BE CONTINUED, | 


ORDINATIONS AND INSTALLATIONS. 
1826. June 28. Installed, Rev. THo- 
MAS L. Surpman, as pastar of the 
church in Southburg, Conn. 
826. August 9. Ordained, Rev. Stx- 
PHEN ‘THURSTON, as pastor of the Con- 


gregational Church in Prospect, Me.— 
Sermon by Rey. David Thurston of Win- 
throp- 

826. August 23. Ordained at Spen- 
cer, Mass. Rev. JonN WiLDER, jun. as 
an Evangelist. 
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1826. August 23. Ordained, Rev. Ss- 
Las Lams, as pastor of the Congrega- 
tional Caurch in Westfield, Vi. Sermoa 
by Rev. P. Bailey of Berkshire. 

1826. August 23. Ordained, Rey. Jyo. 
Maursy, as pastor of the Congregation- 
al Charch in Sutton, Mass. Sermon by 
Rev, Mr. Hoadly of Worcester. 

1826. August 23. Ordained, Rey. Ja- 
cop Hanpy, as pastor of the Conzreya- 
tioval Church in Strong, Me. Sermon 
by Rev. Mr. Tappan of Augusta. 

18286. August 23. Ordained, Rev. 
Ranoin A. WATKINS, as pastor of the 
Congregational Church in Stow, Vt. 
Sermon by Rev. J. N. Loomis. 

1826. August 23. Ordained, Rev. T. 
B. Han, over the 21 Congregational 
Society in Northampton, Mass. Sermon 
by Rev. Dr. Ware. 

1826. September 27. Ordained, Rev. 
A. Baown, as pastor of the North 
Charch io flartford, Vt. Sermon by 

Lev. President Tyler. 

1826. Ostober 5. Installed, Rev. 
PREDERICK E. CaNNon, as past wr of 
the Congregational Church in Ludiow 
and Cavendish, Vt. Sermon by Rev. Mr. 
Cannon of Gill, Vass. 

1826. October 25. Installed, Rev. 
Dr. Jexxs, as pastor of the Church in 
Green-street, Boston, Mass. Sermon by 
Rev. Professor Woods. 

1826. November 1. Installed, Rev. 
Tomas M. Smuira, as pastor of the 
Congregational Church in Troy, Mass. 
Sermon by Rev. Professor Woods, 

1826. November 8. Ordained, Rev. 
Georce Ripiey, as pastor of the Cov- 
gregational Church in Purchase-street, 
Boston, Mass. Sermon by Rev. Presi- 
dent Kirkland, from I. Thes. v. 24. 

1826, September 27. Ordained, Rev. 
Wares Lewis, as pastor of the Congre- 
gational Church in East Machias, Me. 
Sermon by Rev. L. Kellogg of Portland. 

1826. November 5. Ordained, at 
Darham, Me. Rev. Danizi. D. TaP- 
PAN, as an Evangelist.—Sermon by the 
Rev. Mr. Burt, of Durham, 


* * In the notice of Rev. Mr. Packard's 
ordination (September No. p. 215) it 
should have been said, that Rev. Mr. 


Poetri 
J 


Huntington of N. Bridgewater, preached 
the Sermuu, and not Rev. Mr. lle. 





POETAY. 
THE INVOCATION. 
BY MRS. HEAMANS. 
Answer me, burning stars of night ! 
Where is the Spirit gone, 
What, past the reach of human sight, 
Even as the breeze hath flown? 
—And the stars answered me— * We ro} 
lu light and power on high ; 
But of the never-dying soul, 


Ask things that cannot die! 


O many toned and chainless wiud ! 


Thou art a wanderer free ; 

Tell me if thou it peace Can find, 
Far over mouat and sea? 

—And the wind murmured ia reply 
* The blue deep | have cross’d, 

And met its barks and billows high, 


But not what thov hast lost!’ 


Ye clouds, that gorgeously repose 
Arouad the setting -an, 

Answer! have ye a home for those 
Whose early race is run? 

—The bright clouds aaswered— We 

depart, 

We vanish from the sky; 

Ask what is deathiless in thy heart, 
For that which cannot die!’ 


Speak, then, thou Voice of God within 
Thou of the deep low tone! 

Answer me through life’s restless din, 
Where is the Spirit flown? 

And the Voice answered— Be thou still, 
Enough to know is given; 

Clouds, winds and stars, /heir task fulfil 
Thine is to trust in Heaven! 








Erratum.—Page 229, first column 
line 17 from top, for corrections read con 
netions. 
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